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1 Corinthians 10:1–13 (Ninth Sunday after Trinity) 

What is the Will of our Heavenly Father Regarding our 

Finances? (Part 2 Learning from Old Testament Examples) 

 

Last Sunday, we examined ways God’s Word reveals our 

Father’s merciful will for our money so that we can be 

merciful and compassionate to one another in Christ’s 

kingdom. We have a vested interest in running this kingdom 

in this way; because this is the worldwide kingdom we will 

one day inherit, and we can start investing in it now with one 

another, which is our reasonable, Spirit-led worship.  

 

We considered various New Testament passages to see and 

understand how God has used money and material resources 

among His people, but this is not merely a New Covenant 

concept of how congregations are to use their cash. Since the 

beginning of redemptive history, God has revealed a biblical-

theology of how His elect people are to use their resources, 

which is to ensure that no one “lacks no good thing.”  

 

The problem is, God’s people have continuously failed to 

practice this. Our passage from 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 

assigned for today has the Apostle Paul reminding us to learn 

from our ancestors in the Old Testament as a warning not to 

repeat their mistakes. So that’s what we’re going to do to help 

us understand the will of our heavenly Father regarding our 

finances. 

 

How many of us are familiar with “the Sabbath year” or “the 

year of Jubilee” and what these entails?  

 READ Leviticus 25:1–17.  
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• There is no record of Israel ever observing the year of 

Jubilee where people were released from their 

indebtedness. Instead, we hear the continuous cry of the 

prophets of how the wealthy and powerful oppressed and 

failed to care for their own people, which lead to their 

destruction and exile. 

▪ Isaiah 58–61 (Luke 4:18–22), Jeremiah 7:1–

11 (22:11–17; 50:33—against Judah) and 

Ezekiel 33–34, Amos 4:1–3; 5:10–15 (against 

Israel) 

 

Let’s bring these prophetic charges of oppression and 

injustice among God’s own people together with our 

increased understanding of Father’s will for our finances, 

so avoid repeating the mistakes of our ancestors.  

 

Malachi 3 typically comes up when congregations consider 

the obligatory giving to God and God’s people, but it has 

much to do with injustice through financial withholding. 

READ Malachi 3:6–15 

• Malachi is addressing God’s People and the appointed 

religious leaders (Levites and priests) responsible for 

instructing them. The primary concern is everyone’s 

spiritual indifference, apathy, and cold-heartedness 

demonstrated in a lack of love for God by refusing to 

give to the LORD their very best. Rather, God’s People 

had become complacent, lacked trust in God’s promised 

provision for them, and served God and one another 

merely out of individual convenience. 
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o Sacrifices being offered were unfit animals of the 

lowest quality; keeping one’s best for themselves 

and offering to God their leftovers. 

o Verses 8–10 refer to tithes and offerings used to 

support the Levites and priests who were charged to 

properly teach God’s People His Word (Malachi 

2:7), but this was something the teachers of Torah 

were failing to do (Malachi 2:8–9 READ with 

verse 7).  

▪ How could a minister of the Word fail to teach 

God’s people today? What circumstances 

could contribute to a pastor neglecting this 

teaching vocation and tempt him to show 

partiality, or favoritism? Is it possible that, 

without adequate support from God’s people 

(and without land of their own), the Levites 

would have to find a way to support their 

families through other work, which, in turn, 

brings guilt upon them as teachers of God’s 

Word for not doing what God set them apart 

and called them to do? 

• In Malachi, I am not sure which came 

first, the neglect in teaching or in tithing, 

but God’s people were not giving their 

best in either.  

 

There is something I want to clarify as well today, and that 

is the unrealistic notion that all that was ever expected of 

Israel—and by extension, us today—is 10% of what we 

bring in, a tithe. Israel gave more than a mere 10% to God 

for the good of God’s people. Israel gave several tithes.  
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• In reality, Israelites probably gave closer to 22% to 23% 

annually to God for God’s people. This was simply 

expected, obligatory giving—not extra gift-giving out of 

generosity. 

o Numbers 18:20–24 (cf. Leviticus 27:30-33; 1 

Corinthians 9:13-14; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; 1 

Thessalonians 5:12-13) – Levitical Tithe (10%) 

required of God’s People to give every year to 

support the Levites (those ministering to God’s 

People by instructing God’s People in God’s 

Word/Torah).  

o Deuteronomy 14:22–27 (cf. Deuteronomy 12:6-12) 

– Festival Tithe (10%) required of God’s People to 

give every year for worship in God’s presence and 

shared with the Levites (God’s ministers) in sacred 

fellowship. 

o Deuteronomy 14:28–29 – Poor Tithe (10% every 

3 years) required of God’s People to give to support 

“the poor” (Levites/God’s appointed ministers, 

displaced, orphans, and widows; all individuals with 

no physical inheritance within the Land) among 

them (people involved in the life of the covenantal 

community; not the world at-large).   

 

These principles are continuously applied to the New Covenant 

community—not only to the ministers of the Word but also to 

those in need.  

 READ Acts 2:42–47, 4:32–37 (NOTE: What was 

 Barnabas, a Levite, doing with property anyway? Was his 

 field owned in Cyprus? We tend to commend Barnabas, but 

 this property was probably something he shouldn’t have 
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 held on to in the first place. Otherwise, why would Luke 

 make an effort to mention that he was a Levite? 

• Regardless, does this communal compassion characterize 

us as a congregation? 

o READ Acts 6:1–4 

▪ Even within the Church of Christ, there is a 

need to have deacons, ministers of the table—

those managing the financial and physical 

well-being of God’s people, so that the 

ministers of the Word can focus on teaching 

and prayer. If this is required in the church for 

pastors to properly teach and prayerfully lead 

God’s people, how much more of a concern is 

there when pastors have to take other jobs to 

care for their families like the Levites may 

have done during the time of Malachi? 

 

Now, let’s be clear, it is not about the amount we give.  

 READ Mark 12:41–44 (NOTE: Going back to Barnabas—

 we have a Levite giving what he shouldn’t possess and, 

 here, a widow giving all she possesses, yet she is the one in 

 need who should be receiving.  

• The key issue is what we hold back and why. This is 

because we often hold back from giving all that we 

should and could because we are afraid and focused on 

our personal physical financial security—either 

personally or congregationally. We are immature like the 

disciples earlier in Mark 8 who were focused on having 

enough physical bread to eat, so much so that we may 

fail to even notice what we have that could be used to 

compassionately serve others with a far greater need. 
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• Remember Matthew 6:1–4 speaks about our intentions in 

how we give, and Acts 5:1–11 reminds us that God 

knows what we keep for ourselves and why (READ). 

o Did Ananias and Sapphira want to be honored for 

their giving? If so, why lie about what they wanted 

to keep unless they felt ashamed about keeping 

some of it? They wanted honor in giving but failed 

to give freely, so they held on to some and tried to 

hide it from the community. 

o This tragic episode in Acts mirrors an Old 

Testament event called “Achan’s Sin” in Joshua 7 

(READ Joshua 7:14–26) when Achan violated the 

principles of herem (herem is something we’ve 

talked about, which means something that is holy 

and reserved for God—it’s not something for us to 

possess or hold on to. It is to be devoted to God). 

Achan, Ananias, and Sapphira, kept for themselves, 

or held back, and Acahn even admits that his sin 

was due to covetousness (Joshua 7:21). 

▪ As Paul warns us, “these things happened…as 

examples and written down as warnings for us, 

upon whom the culmination of the ages has 

come” (1 Cor. 10:11). 

 

Pray Today’s Collect: Grant us, Lord, the spirit always to think 

and do those things that are right, so that we, who cannot do 

anything good without you, may be able in your strength to live 

according to your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 


