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Luke 5:1–11 and 1 Peter 3:8–15a 

Blessing to Inherit a Blessing 

 

PRAY Sunday’s Collect 

 GRANT, O Lord, we beseech thee, that the course of this 

world may be so peaceably ordered by thy governance, that thy 

Church may joyfully serve thee in all godly quietness; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

To what are we called as Christians? 

 Christians are called to fulfill the human vocation of   

 being imagers of God on earth as in heaven. We do this by 

 the leading of the Holy Spirit Who we have received 

 through Christ, which we discussed last week. This is the 

 Gospel of what God has done for us that we may “joyfully 

 serve thee” as we pray in today’s Collect. As we will see, it 

 is actually through our God-gifted joyful service that we, as 

 God working in and through us, actually “peaceably order 

 by thy governance” this world that we will one day inherit 

 as co-heirs with Christ. 

  

What does it look like to be a follower of Jesus? 

 We are merciful as our heavenly Father is merciful, which 

 we also discussed last week. As humans being 

 transformed into the renewed image of Jesus, we look like 

 Jesus in our lives as we follow him as disciples.  

  Luke 5:1–11 records Jesus calling his first disciples.  

   We see a change from Peter’s initial response to  

   Jesus in this passage compared to the pastoral  

   concerns Peter addresses in his first letter to us  

   today. 
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    What did Peter experience in his life as   

    Jesus’s disciple that transformed him more  

    into the image of Jesus and gave him the  

    Christian maturity to write what he did in  

    today’s reading from 1 Peter 3? 

     Peter suffered injustice for doing good  

     like Jesus did. 

  READ 1 Peter 3:8   

   Jesus is the example we are to follow as   

   Christians. We are to share the mind of Christ as  

   a Christian community. Paul speaks of this in  

   Philippians 2:1–11. This is how our Christian  

   community is called to live; because, it represents 

   the Kingdom of God on earth as in heaven, which 

   is illustrated in the next chapter of Luke 6 in the  

   Sermon on the Plain we looked at last week.  

 

But, outside our own Christian community, what do we do in 

this world as followers of Jesus, especially when we are 

personally treated with evil injustice? READ 1 Peter 3:9 

 We are called to bless [WHY?] so that we may inherit a 

 blessing. We are most like God, in whose image and 

 likeness we are created, when we bless others; because, 

 God blessed us and the creation in which we live.  

  READ Genesis 1:20–23, 26–28.  

 Blessing is for creational flourishing, and we bless our 

enemies—those ungrateful and wicked (Luke 6:35–36 of last 

Sunday) who cause chaotic destruction—so that their actions 

may become orderly and constructive. So, we are called to 

extend God’s blessing throughout the earth and especially 

toward others made in God’s image and likeness. 
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 What does it look like to bless in the face of evil    

 injustice? 

 

 First, this is not about the injustice and evil we see others 

enduring and respond by telling the oppressed, “you need to just  

bless.” No. We fight against systemic injustice, and we are 

fortunate to live in a society that allows us to engage and change 

these social issues. This is about our facing personal injustice for 

doing good in our world. What does repaying evil with blessing 

according to our calling look like? Peter uses Psalm 34:12–16 to 

illustrate in 1 Peter 3:10–12 (READ).  

 

 So, for us to bless evil committed against us for doing 

good—as people who love life and wants to see many days—we 

keep out tongue from evil deceitful speech, which James would 

agree with. We turn from such evil and do good, which entails 

seeking and pursuing peace, not division and discord. Why? 

 Because, God’s eyes are on us—God’s righteous people—

and God hears our prayers and is against the evil injustice of our 

world. This is what it looks like for us, as Christians, to bless 

when we encounter personal injustice and evil. We can bless in 

the face of being treated unjustly, because we know our 

Almighty Just God is on our side. 

 

 Psalm 34, quoted by Peter, is familiar, and it is an 

individual psalm of thanksgiving to God for being delivered 

from evil injustice and oppression. 

 

 READ Psalm 34:2–10, 17–22. Notice that the psalmist 

wants us to enjoy this same “blessing” he experienced from 

Yahweh’s deliverance, and those who do will be blessed and 
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lack nothing. Also notice that even we, the righteous who trust 

in God, still experience suffering at the hands of evil, oppressive 

injustice. However, God is with us and will ultimately deliver us 

and deliver justice to the wicked. 

 READ Psalm 34:11. This verse immediately precedes the 

section Peter quotes in today’s passage. I find this interesting, 

but I may be reading more into it than what’s reasonable. This is 

a proper fear of the Lord that leads to practical ways of blessing 

in this world, and it is a mature—or well informed fear—that 

Peter had to develop since he was initially called by Jesus and 

told not to be afraid (Luke 5:10), and this came through Peter’s 

own suffering. 

 So, to bless in the face of evil injustice looks like 

wisdom—the fear/reverence of the Lord who created and 

blessed to cosmos in which we live. We live according to God’s 

created good purposes, which is for us, his human imagers on 

earth, to bless one another and our world, and this is the way we 

peaceably order the chaos and disorder that spreads evil 

injustice. We do not achieve justice through injustice. Violence 

cannot bring about peace. Evil cannot bring about good. We 

repay evil with blessing as articulated in Psalm 34, even when 

we are suffering as a result of that evil, because, it is the means 

by which we bless, and our blessing the world is how God 

peaceably orders the earth by God’s governance, which is our 

joyful service in all godly quietness as we pray in today’s 

collect. Proper fear of the Lord means we can boldly bless others 

even when they are evil toward us.  

 

 READ 1 Peter 3:13–15a We don’t fear unjust threats 

toward us because we wisely revere God who is powerful and 

just.  
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 READ 1 Peter 2:20–25. Jesus gives us the example of how 

to bless others and enables us, by his Spirit, to be such a blessing 

in this evil and unjust world. 

  

 What is the blessing we will inherit?  

  A reconciled, world of shalom with Christ as our King 

and we as his faithful co-rulers who seek the best interests of 

others through blessing them according to our calling; because 

as we have been so blessed by God in and through Christ our 

Lord. We, as Christians, recreate this unjust and cruel world 

through blessing for creational flourishing. Our blessing in the 

face of evil reorders the world into a reconciled and peaceful 

kingdom on earth as in heaven that we will one day inherit. 

Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 


