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John 15:26—16:4 and 1 Peter 4:7–11 
Heavenly Ascension and Earthly Authority 

“You’re not the boss of me.” 
 Who, or what, does that sound like? (child, autonomy) 
“You can’t tell me what to do!” 
 Who, or what, does that sound like? (teenager, anarchist) 
These illustrate how children and teenagers challenge both peers 
who want to control them and authority figures. Christian adults 
have our own, more sophisticated ways of saying the same 
thing. 
 “Government is limiting our rights, restricting our freedom  
 and infringing upon our religious liberties.” 
 
Now, in some instances, this could be a valid and even 
necessary challenge. In other instances, it could merely be 
grumbling over legitimate human authority restricting our ability 
to do what we want, and what I want to do may not be in the 
best interest of what my neighbor wants, or needs. 
 
Adults in the USA are very good at extolling, as unconditional 
virtues, independence, autonomy, and rebellion without regard 
for others, community, and order. We have become very 
eloquent in our use of rhetoric to articulate our views, which is 
due to our historical and cultural birth as a nation—a nation that 
also has its own history of systemic oppression that needed to be 
challenged.  
 
My point: When it comes to human civic authorities, there are 
times to protest and challenge, but there are also times to submit 
in humility—even if there is disagreement. As Christians, while 
we must be true to our consciences and advocate for others, we 
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must also check ourselves and resist our cultural impulse too 
quickly challenge and defy civic authorities simply because we 
disagree with them.  
 
Having authority over us helps check our natural impulse to 
rebel and determine for ourselves that which is good and evil 
apart from an authoritative word. This is why I remain an 
Anglican with Episcopacy/Bishops and not a Presbyterian/elders 
or a Congregationalist; because, I know my tendency to rebel— 
to reject authority, and determine for myself what is right and 
wrong. However, if everyone in the world lived out my natural 
impulse, I can guarantee you, there would be rampant chaos and 
oppression, and I would be very alone; because, I would put 
myself in the place of God and want everyone to bow down to 
me and do my will. No one is going to do that, especially when 
everyone else has the same desire for independent autonomy. No 
wonder so many people in our country are lonely, isolated and 
depressed. This is why Christians live our lives in community—
the Church, so we may support, serve, and submit to one another 
in humble mutual dependence.   
 
If we do not practice the spiritual discipline of submission and 
humility to authority with sober judgment, then it becomes 
increasingly easy for children to disrespect and disobey their 
parents in such a society, which violates God’s 
words/commandments. If we become so numb to submitting to 
authorities by always challenging everything, then we will 
become insensitive and uncritical to Christ’s commanding 
authority over us as King, which we celebrate on this Sunday 
after Ascension. 
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We pray: “O God, the King of glory, who exalted your only Son 
Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven, do 
not leave us desolate, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen 
and exalt us where our savior reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever.” AMEN.   
 
With this Collect, we acknowledge the rest and reign of Jesus at 
the Father’s right hand where He now reigns after completing 
His work of redemption by dying and rising to life. This is the 
Gospel we proclaim and for which we give thanks. 
 
Because Jesus is Risen and Reigning, we pray that our Lord “not 
leave us desolate, but [that He] send the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen and exalt us where our Savior Christ has gone 
before” which is a place of reigning rest with Jesus—even now 
within this world with its kingdoms of suffering, oppression, and 
injustice. This is our hope based on what Jesus has done for us 
as our King. Even know, we are residents of an eternal, 
expanding kingdom of shalom—peace and righteousness—
living with perfect freedom to do as we ought [not merely want, 
but] to do for our joy and the Father’s glory. That’s real 
freedom; because, Jesus has not left us desolate. He did send the 
Holy Spirit—the Advocate, so we can testify about the beauty of 
Jesus’s kingdom here on earth—even as earthly kingdoms with 
worldly rulers oppress us. This is what Jesus promised in 
today’s reading from John 15:26—16:4 and fulfilled at 
Pentecost.  
 
If we consider ourselves subjects of Christ’s kingdom in heaven, 
then we have the empowering Holy Spirit to submit to His 
authority and be obedient to His commands here on earth; 
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because, the Holy Spirit enables us to cope together as God’s 
people who are exiles and foreigners in this strange world.  
 
This means we will live humble discerning, alert, and sober 
lives—discerning when to submit to authorities or when to resist 
authorities with the willing expectation we will suffer and die at 
their hands. This is the context of Peter’s letter—oppression 
under earthly governing authorities.  
 
READ and, then, Exegete 1 Peter 4:7–11 
7 — Notice that in light of the end, we are to “be alert and of 
sober mind so that we may….” What…Hoard? Protest? 
Grumble? 
 “…so that we may pray.” That “you” is collective. It means  
 praying as the church, together, in unity, in the same Holy 
 Spirit with one accord as Kathy highlighted in our prayer 
 gathering on Monday.  
8 — “Above all” else what should we do? 
 “love one another deeply” 
  Why? 
   “because it covers over a multitude of sins” 
 This is only accomplished by the Advocate of Christ in our 
hearts who loved us to the point of dying for our rebellious, 
autonomous, independent desires at our own ignorant and 
aggressive hands. That love led to Christ’s shed blood which, 
ironically, covered our sins that killed Him, so that we could 
love others just as rebellious, wretched and wicked as ourselves.  
 Peter expects Christians to have thick-skins, especially 
toward fellow Christians, in loving by forgiving, but we bring 
our grumbling, complaining and challenging opinions into the 
Body of Believers and get upset when others don’t agree. Then, 
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we respond in protest by separating ourselves from the Christian 
community we need to keep us sober and alert to pray together. 
Amid separation from the community, we become increasingly 
deceived, as James warns, forgetting who we really are with a 
more favorable, and isolated, picture of ourselves. We think 
we’re right and everyone else is wrong. With such an unhealthy 
application of independence, autonomy, and rebellion, it 
becomes impossible to… 
 
READ 9 — Such an unhospitable and unloving attitude keeps us 
from READ 10 beginning with “using whatever gift…”  
 This is why church is so important. Each of us has inherent 
gifts that God amplifies by the Holy Spirit enabling us to serve 
the church, pray together, and love one another deeply. This is 
what it means to be a Member of the Body of Christ, each 
person having their role and essential function. 
 
READ 11a — Peter, like James, is concerned about our speech, 
and Peter points us to the positive use of speech as a community 
of Christians coping with COVID in this world, which is the 
strengthening speech of God toward one another for our mutual 
good. Unfortunately, with unhealthy autonomous independence, 
we would prefer to sit and talk to ourselves the things we want 
to hear—continuing in our self-deception because our opinions 
are not considered as doctrine by others. Neither does the 
internet in isolation help when one has itchy ears to scratch. 
 Why do we submit to King Jesus who is Risen and 
Reigning by humbly submitting to one another for prayer in love 
and service?      
 
READ 11b — beginning at “so that….” 


