
1 
 

Pastor Marc Wilson Pentecost 2020 
 

Acts 2:1–11 and John 14:15–31 

Loving Obedience in the Relational Love of the Trinity 

 

As we look back on our Gospel Reading today, what are some 

words or concepts that stand out? 

• Love 

• Commands 

• Obedience / Obey 

What do you think this passage is about? 

• Love is certainly primary, and it is closely linked with 

obeying commands. 

o That’s because, for the Christian, the two go together. 

Obedience to Jesus is evidence of our love for him 

AND his love for us. Love is not mere sentiment. It is 

active doing. 

▪ How is your love for Jesus, and Jesus’s love for 

you, evident in your life?  

 

Verse 15 (READ) 

• Love for Jesus = keeping Jesus’s Commands (NIV) 

Verse 21 (READ) 

• Having and Keeping Jesus’s Commands = Love for Jesus 

o AND 

• Love for Jesus = Loved by Father AND Jesus, who reveals 

himself to us. 

 

So, what does this passage have to do with Pentecost? Why 

would this reading be assigned for today? 

• Trinitarian regarding the mutual loving of Father and Son 
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o BUT, how are we caught up into this mutual loving in 

our attitude AND actions? 

▪ How does the divine Relational Loving include, 

or envelope us, actively?  

• The Holy Spirit—the Third Person of the Trinity in this 

very Trinitarian passage from John. 

o We become partakers of this divine Relational Loving 

through Christ from the Father. 

▪ Verses 16–18 (READ) 

• Advocate = Spirit of Truth = “Word of 

Truth” (reference James’s Epistle)  

• Who lives in and with us; Whom we know 

making us “children of God” (NOT 

orphans); because, we have been given new 

resurrection life now as revealed in our own 

Relational Loving like God’s. 

▪ Verses 19–20 (READ) 

• Do you see the Trinitarian activity here? 

o Because Jesus is Risen and Reigning 

now, we have life, which is life in the 

Relational Loving of God, that is if that 

loving life of God is in us. 

▪ Jesus is in the Father, We are in 

Jesus, AND Jesus is in US. 

o How is that? 

▪ By the Holy Spirit, Who is the Spirit of Christ 

filling us with Jesus’s very own divine relational 

love that he revealed to us on the Cross as a self-

denying sacrificial love for God the Father and 

for us, enemy neighbor, needing to be reconciled 
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to God and brought into the Loving Relationship 

once again.  

• Therefore, we engage in the same love of 

Jesus toward others that Jesus has shown us 

a brought us into. 

o Verses 21–23 

▪ Love for Jesus = obeying his 

teaching.  

• These can no more be 

separated than the Triunity of 

God’s love—the very 

fullness of God in us—

making us a holy temple 

(personally AND 

corporately). We are sacred 

space. Are we living lives 

worthy of our holiness as 

people indwelt by God?  

 

What is Jesus’s teaching we obey, and why is the out-pouring of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost so important? 

• What: Jesus’s teaching we obey is none other than the 

perfect law, the word of truth planted in us that can save us 

that we spoke of in James. Remember? What is the 

Summary of the Law?  

o Love God and love neighbor. 

• AND Jesus teaches the same thing with a new twist on it 

that can only apply to people caught up, together as a holy 

divine community, into this Relational Love of God. Do 

you know what it is?  

o John 13:34–35 (READ) 
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▪ This is amazing! Our mutual, relational loving of 

one another is what shows the world we are 

Christians loved by God through Christ and 

brought into a loving relationship with God and 

one another!  

• Are we living such holy and loving lives that 

others know we are Christians who have 

been so remarkably loved? 

o OR 

• Verse 24 (READ) 

o So, either we disobey Jesus’s new 

commandment to love one another; 

because, we don’t love him, or we love 

one another as Jesus taught because we 

love him. And, this teaching of Jesus 

we obey belongs to the Father who sent 

Jesus to fulfill the perfect law. 

• Why (is Pentecost so important)? 

o Creation of the Church 

o Beginning of the New Covenant . . .  why was there a 

need for a new covenant? 

▪ Jeremiah 31:31–34 (READ) 

• Israel’s sin invalidated the Mosaic 

covenant—not just at the Golden Calf 

incident, but in Israel’s continued 

mistreatment of one another while in the 

Land. The leadership and wealthy continued 

to oppress and mistreat the weak and poor 

among them, enslaving their brothers and 

sisters as the nation had once been enslaved 

in Egypt. So, Babylon was coming to drive 
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them out of the land; because, they failed to 

properly love and serve Yahweh by not 

loving and serving the least of those among 

them. 

• While they said they knew God, they didn’t 

act like it toward one another. James would 

say they were deceived—not doing what the 

law said for the most vulnerable of their 

people. James would describe this type of 

faith, or belief, in God the same belief of 

demons (James 2:14–20, 5:1–6).  

• So, God said days are coming when my 

people will genuinely know me and have my 

law in their minds and on their hearts, and 

this personal knowing of God is what will 

distinguish God’s people from the rest of the 

world rather than outward ethnic boundaries, 

professions of faith, or religious rituals. 

Because it is a true intimate knowledge of 

God—with God and God’s perfect law in 

them—God’s people will be known for their 

loving relationships with others. They will 

actually be “doers” of the Law. 

o This comes by the Holy Spirit who 

plants God’s word of truth in us that 

can save us. AND, the Holy Spirit 

comes through Christ in Whom we are 

forgiven by his shed blood on the 

Cross. 

▪ Jeremiah 31:33b–34 (READ) 
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▪ Because we have been forgiven 

through Christ, we are at peace—

reconciled to God—and receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit (John 

14:26–27 READ). 

o Pentecost celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

upon us Who reveals Christ’s loving act of salvation 

and puts it in our hearts and minds, so that we can live 

like Jesus—in Relational Love with God and one 

another. 

▪ John 14:31 (READ) 

• Do we know God as lovingly revealed in 

Jesus? How do others know we know this 

love? 

• May we earnestly pray, in the words of 

today’s Collect, “Almighty God, who taught 

the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

to us the light of your Holy Spirit . . . 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our 

Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” 

AMEN. 


