Justification by Faith Alone: Wholeheartedly Believing in What is Affirmed in the Apostles’ Creed
A Discussion of Lord’s Day 23 of ‘The Heidelberg Catechism’
1. Q. & A. # 59 (Romans 1:16-17 ESV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 5:1-2 ESV) Therefore, since we have
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 8:16-17
ESV) The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
a. What words does the Bible use to describe the result of God’s grace in Christ?

2. Q. & A. # 60 (Romans 3:21-26 ESV) But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by
his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 6:20-23 ESV) For when you were slaves of sin, you were free
in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Galatians 3:13 ESV) Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— (2
Corinthians 5:21 ESV) For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
a. What is meant by “Double Imputation”?

b. What does Article 12 (cf. James 2:14-26) contribute to our understanding of Q. & A. #60?

3. Q. & A. # 61 (Romans 4:13-16 ESV) For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is
no transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all, (Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
a. What does Article 13 (i.e., works prior to being justified) contribute to our understanding of Q. & A. #61
(cf. Ephesians 2:4-5; Colossians 2:13-14)?

b. How are we to understand saving faith; as meritorious work or divine gift (cf. Article 11 & Rodger’s
comments)?

